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 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

7-2026 Notes of Interest 

Thanks go out to Joe and Julie Grant for the great garage tour event with 30+ partici-

pants. We had a nice country drive and arrived in McCausland to eat our lunches at their 

park. Then on with the garages and collections! Great time for all!! 

  Also, thanks to Mike Flaherty for his event this month on the Hill Climb Distillery Tour. 

Very nice day for the event starting out with the timed hill climb up Brady then onto 

Vanderveer Park. From there a country drive ending up at Scout Park overlooking the river 

in LeClaire where we ate our lunch. Following lunch the group went their way to other ob-

ligations. Thanks for all the planning, Mike. It was a great time! 

For August working on a Saturday country drive on the Illinois side ending with our 

packed lunches at Loud Thunder. We will have a rain date. Details will be sent in our Blast 

by e mail. 

The Johnsons are looking into text apps where members would get messages while avoid-

ing replies that would flood everyone. Once set up you would E-mail a request to be added 

to receive Text Blasts. Blasts would still come by E-mail as well. Also, Scott is looking at 

expanded club web coverage. Thanks, Johnsons, for all this research! 

If any member has an idea for a drive, garage tour etc. please call me for assistance in 

putting it together with a drive.  

As a reminder, your board meets the first Tuesday of the Month and any member is wel-

come at any time. Thoughts or ideas for your club, please contact me or any of our board 

members.  

Thanks, John  

 

 

 



Mike Flaherty Reports on his HILL CLIMB Event 

 

We had 6 entries in the Brady Street Hill Climb on Saturday morning.   

It took me over 40 seconds to travel from the 5th street railroad bridge to the pedestri-
an overpass at Palmer up Brady Street. 

John Brewer’s Nash Police Pursuit car had the fastest time with 30.52 seconds over the 
course, barely beating Bill Carr’s Kaiser Dragon’s 30.53 seconds. 

Nobody got arrested for speeding and we didn’t have any problems on the hill climb 
portion of the trip. 

The group had a short tour of Vanderveer Park and then travelled on an all paved ap-
proximation of the 1904 Davenport Automobile Club tour to LeClaire. 

The corn and soy beans looked healthy in rural Scott County. 

I made manifold hot dogs, and only 2 were badly burnt, but all got eaten in Scout 
Park.  Traffic construction was a problem on I67 in downtown LeClaire. 

The distillery tour was interesting; they store the bourbon barrels underneath the dis-
tillery in downtown LeClaire.   

The smell of distilled alcohol from the aging barrels was overwhelming when they 
opened the garage door into their storage basement. 

All their whiskey, vodka and bourbon are made with locally sourced grains and ingredi-
ents. 

The heat shortened the tour for most of the participants, but it was a great day! 
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Upcoming MVR Events 

 

September 26th.  Fall Tour and Cookout 

Starting on Port Byron we will drive country roads to the homestead of Steve and  

Judy Gibson where we will tour their car and automotive memorabilia collection then 

cook out. Photo opportunities for antique cars by the lake too!  RSVP by September 

21st for this event as food needs to be purchased.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 24th. Clinton Troll Tool Tour  

We will leave from the  Rhythm City Casino parking lot at 9:30 AM.  Drive rural roads 

to Clinton, see the troll sculptures, get lunch at Slop’s, tour the Sawmill Museum, and 

return to Davenport on the River Road.   

Tour participants are encouraged to donate a tool or cash for aspiring auto mechanic 

students.   

A tool donation signup list and event flyer will be forthcoming. 



MVR Members Out and About 

Monthly in summer the scenic Norther    

Illinois town of Mount Carroll has a car 

show on Saturday evenings. Here Eric 

Smith proudly displays his 1915 Model T 

and his American Pride. 

 

Joe Grant was also present at the show in 

his Cadillac 

Lowden IA 6/27/26  Kevin 
Kelly Clarence, IA. 1934 
Plymouth won Best Survi-
vor. 

Photo and reporting by 
Gary Gleason 

Dan Sporel Moline, 

IL 1931 Ford  

Photo by Gary Gleason 

Mark Lousberg’s 52 Chevy at Port Byron 

Jeff and Jukle 

Morrisey 

checked out the 

Port Byron 

show. 

Gary Gleason 

manned the 

Veterans Car 

Club booth at 

Port Byron 



MVR Member Mike Flaherty 

devotes a lot of time           

researching our Quad Cities 

automotive history. He has 

located a 1916 automotive 

parts catalog from retailer  

Petersen’s of Davenport.  

Each month the Autograf will 

highlight pages from that 

catalog.  



Eric L. Smith Antique Autos 

 

 
Specializing in Restorations of 1930 & Earlier 

815-535-1367        1958els@gmail.com 

Over 40 Years Experience 

 

2026 Regional Car Show Calendar 

July 18 Veterans Car Club Show Old Northwest Bank Kimberly Rd Davenport 

July 19 Car Show Durant, IA 

July 19 Car Show Lost Nation, IA 

July 23-25 AACA Spring National Green Bay, WI 

August 1 Bix Beiderbecke Gravesite Services 

August 1 British Autofest, Le Claire, IA 

August 1 Cambridge Rotary Car Show, Cambridge, IL 

August 15  Silvis Car Show 19th Street, South of Walmart 

August 15 QC Cruiser Cruise-In Hy-Vee Silvis, IL 

August 28-29 National Street Rod Association Show Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds 

August 29 Veterans Car Club Show Erickson Chevy Milan, IL 

August 29 Car Show Aledo, IL 

Sept 6 Car Show Orion, IL 

Sept 6 Car Show Delmar, IA 

Sept 7 Car Show McCausland, IA 

Sept 12 Plains Trains & Automobiles Geneseo, IL 

Sept 19 QC Cruisers Cruise-In Hy-Vee Silvis, IL 

Sept 26 Car Show Dixon. IA 

Oct 3 Veterans Car Club Show Veterans Outreach Center Dav 

Oct 6-9 AACA Fall Nationals Hershey, PA (Avoid for board meeting) 

Oct 17 QC Concours at Palmer Hills Golf Course. 



 

  

 

 

 

 



MVR member Kevin Kelly submitted the DeWitt car show calendar for 2026.  Thanks Kevin! 



MVR Officers 

 

PRESIDENT 

John Brewer 

800 Idaho Avenue 

Davenport, IA. 52804 

563-370-6902 

jwbrew15@aol.com 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Scott Johnson 

25967 Angel Ferry Road 

Geneseo, IL. 61254 

309-502-1825 

scottjohnson309@gmail.com 

 

 

TREASURER 

Jennifer Johnson 

25967 Angel Ferry Road 

Geneseo, IL. 61254 

309-502-1825 

 

 

SECRETARY 

Clair Pearson  

8522 55th Street 

Coal Valley, IL.  61240 

309-737-0581 

nspsc103@aol.com 

 

 

MVR Board of Directors 

 

 

Mark Lousberg 

4621 230th Street North 

Port Byron, IL. 61275 

309-373-2169 

mplousberg@hotmail.com 

 

Michael Flaherty 

2116 W. 45th Street 

Davenport, IA. 52806 

314-968-8574 

flaherty_michael@sbcglobal.net 

 

Stu Etheridge 

PO Box 24 

Lynn Center, IL. 61262 

309-781-5585 

stukathy67@gmail.com 

 

Justin Landwehr 

309-883-3078                             

justin@justinlandwehr.com 

 

Jan Brewer 

800 Idaho Avenue 

Davenport, IA. 52804 

leesonrifd@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

MVR Committee Chairs 

 

SUNSHINE 

Sharon Hoaglund 

3641 8th Street Court 

East Moline, IL. 61244 

309-755-4906 

 

HISTORIAN 

Gary Gleason 

123 Short Street 

Bettendorf, IA. 52722 

563-386-4649 

glgleason@aol.com 

 

WEBMASTER 

Dwayne Cedarblom 

563-210-1965 

dwaynec48@gmail.com 

 

 

AUTOGRAF 

Mark Lousberg 

4621 230th Street North 

Port Byron, IL. 61275 

309-373-2169 

mplousberg@hotmail.com 

The MVR newsletter is published on the 

15th of the month.   

Autograf submissions should be sent to 

Mark Lousberg (mplousberg@hotmail.com) 

by the 12th of the month to be included in 

the next publication.   


