
 

The Autograf.    

A Publication of the Mississippi Valley Region of the AACA        

www.mvr.aaca.com          August 2025  

8-2025 Notes of Interest   

BIX weekend gravesite services each year feature a band playing, along with period 
cars near the Bix Biederbecke gravesite at Oakdale Cemetery in Davenport. This 
year, MVR members attending with their cars were Mike Flaherty, Wayne Scherer 
and John Brewer, and John Pischke joined us from The Ford Club.   

Last weekend MVR members participated in Mike Flaherty’s “Velie Endurance” event 
drive to Geneseo. We met at the site of the Velie Factory, then off to try to find Gen-
eseo thru all the road closures. We arrived at Geneseo’s fantastic museum which is 
in an elaborate house that was involved with the Underground Railroad. From there 
we headed back west and stopped in East Moline at the former RV Knight auto test 
track for pictures, then across the Government Bridge and west through Davenport’s 
Motor Row on Second Street. Heading west, we arrived at the site of the Independ-
ent Truck Company plant at 3rd and Howell which now is Sunderbruch Clinic. Across 
the street we ended up eating ice cream at Sweet Delights! We had 11 cars with 15 
members, thanks Mike for a great event! 

On Sunday, August 24th we will be the visiting the Alpaca Farm, an event hosted by 
Eric Smith that was originally scheduled in July but was postponed due to storm 
weather. Look for details in this issue. 

As a reminder, your board meets the first Tuesday of the month and any member is 
welcome at any time. We are skipping the month of September so next meeting will 
be in October. Thoughts or ideas for your club, please 
contact me or any of our board members.  

 

Thanks, John  

 

 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 



MVR Region AACA 

Monthly Board Meeting 

August  5, 2025 

 

Call to order: 7 PM 

Attendance:  

Officers       Board Members 

President: John Brewer   Jan Brewer      Justin Landwehr 

Vice President: Scott Johnson  Mark Lousberg        Kathy Etheridge 

Michael Flaherty     Eric Smith Stu Etheridge 

Secretary: Clair Pearson 

Other Members: Tim Drain 

Minutes of Past Meeting: Approved as in newsletter 

Treasurer’s Report: Approved as emailed 

Other Reports: Membership: New members, Dave and Collett Bishop from Muscat-
ine , approved 

Old Business: Bix gravesite event. 3 cars from MVR and 1 from the Ford club. 

July event cancelled due to rain. Will reschedule in August. 

Fejervary Park shelter is reserved by the club in October. Open for suggestion for an 
event. Perhaps a picnic. 

Antique car hill climb: No new info. 

Great Race: Thanks to all that helped and showed their cars. 

2027 AACA Tour: Sept. 2027 

New Business: 

Monthly Activities: 

August. Velie tour Aug. 9th, Mike coordinating event. 

September 7th: Geneseo car show followed by gathering at Scott Johnson’s home. Food 
provided. 

October. Mark. Sept. 27th 

November. Banquet, Scott 

No meeting in Sept. 

Next Meeting October 14th, 7 PM 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM 

 

 





Eric L. Smith Antique Autos 

 

 

Specializing in Restorations of 1930 & Earlier 

815-535-1367        1958els@gmail.com 

Over 40 Years Experience 

1970s Photo Streiter Lincoln Mercury, courtesy Mike Flaherty 

Summers End 

Long time MVR member Jan Patting passed away on July 28, 
2025 

New Member Spotlight 
The MVR welcomes new members Dave and Colette Bishop of             

Muscatine, IA. 
Their cars include a 1955 Pontiac Starchief, A 1976 Chevrolet C10 and  a                

1978 Chevrolet Corvette 

Do you Facebook? 

 

MVR member 
Justin Land-

wehr has done 
an excellent job 
with our club’s 
Facebook page. 

 

Check it out! 



Photo by John Brewer 

Photo by Craig Sommers 

Mike Flaherty’s Reliability Shakedown Tour 

On Saturday August 9th members of the 
MVR and two guests from Saint Louis 
met at the site of the Velie factory to 
begin a planned tour of  historic Quad 
Cities Auto sites.  



 

Photo by John Brewer 

Photo by Craig Sommers 

Photo by John Brewer 

Photos by John Brewer 

Museum stop in        
Geneseo, IL.  



Photo by John Brewer 

Photo by Craig Sommers 

Mike planned a stop at the former RV Knight auto factory site 
test track in East Moline.  

A great photo opportunity for the tour group! 



MVR Member 
Mike Flaherty 
and his 1925 
Model T were  
prominently 
mentioned in 
the Vintage 
Ford Maga-
zine.   

MVR Members Out and About 



MVR Members Out and About 
(Continued) 

The annual Bix Beiderbecke gravesite jazz service always puts out the call for 
period cars. MVR members Wayne Scherer, Mike Flaherty and John Brewer 
answered the call. They were joined by John Pischke from the Ford Club. 

Photos by John Brewer 



 

  

 

 

UPCOMING MVR EVENTS 

August 24th  
Pack your picnic lunch.  

Tour of McCarty’s Alpaca Farm. Meet 10:00 AM at 3615 West Kimberly Road, Davenport. We 
will tour out to the farm at 10:15. Address of McCarty’s Corner Farm is 21060 240th Street, 

Eldridge. Following the farm event we will tour to Walnut Grove Pioneer Village for the picnic.  

 

September 6th  
Planes Trains and Automobiles in Geneseo followed by gathering at Scott Johnson’s home.  

 

September 21st 

Butterworth Porch Party 12-5.  

Help us celebrate the semi quincentennial of our nation  at the Porch Party on September 21 
from noon to 5 pm. This year’s theme is: It’s a Family Thing. Guests will learn more about The 

Deere family and how to preserve their own unique family heritage through heirlooms, in-
cluding photography. 

 

September 27th 

Fall MVR Cruise and Picnic 

Meet in Port Byron at Sandstrom 218 South Hight Street at 9:00 for coffee and donuts before 
cruising on Old Route 2 to visit the private car and memorabilia collection of Keith Stratlow in 
Morrison, IL. Following the tour we will cruise to Rockwood Morrison State Park for a cookout 

at the Lakeview North Shelter.  

This is a 34 mile trip one-way. We will cruise at 40 MPH.  

RSVP for this event is required by September 19th . Send all RSVP notices to Mark at   
mplousberg@hotmail.com or 309-373-2169. 

 

 

  



MVR Officers 

 

PRESIDENT 

John Brewer 

800 Idaho Avenue 

Davenport, IA. 52804 

563-370-6902 

jwbrew15@aol.com 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Scott Johnson 

25967 Angel Ferry Road 

Geneseo, IL. 61254 

309-502-1825 

scottjohnson309@gmail.com 

 

 

TREASURER 

Kathy Etheridge 

PO Box 24 

Lynn Center, IL. 61262 

309-781-3775 

kathystu67@gmail.com 

 

 

SECRETARY 

Clair Pearson  

8522 55th Street 

Coal Valley, IL.  61240 

309-737-0581 

nspsc103@aol.com 

 

 

MVR Board of Directors 

 

Eric Smith 

1104 #606 

Bettendorf, IA. 52722 

815-535-1367 

1958els@gmail.com   

 

 

Mark Lousberg 

5101 11th Avenue A 

Moline, IL. 61265 

309-373-2169 

mplousberg@hotmail.com 

 

Michael Flaherty 

2116 W. 45th Street 

Davenport, IA. 52806 

314-968-8574 

Flaherty_michael@sbcglobal.net 

 

Stu Etheridge 

PO Box 24 

Lynn Center, IL. 61262 

309-781-5585 

stukathy67@gmail.com 

 

Justin Landwehr 

309-883-3078                             

justin@justinlandwehr.com 

 

Jan Brewer 

800 Idaho Avenue 

Davenport, IA. 52804 

leesonrifd@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

MVR Committee Chairs 

 

SUNSHINE 

Sharon Hoaglund 

3641 8th Street Court 

East Moline, IL. 61244 

309-755-4906 

 

HISTORIAN 

Gary Gleason 

123 Short Street 

Bettendorf, IA. 52722 

563-386-4649 

glgleason@aol.com 

 

WEBMASTER 

Dwayne Cedarblom 

563-210-1965 

dwaynec48@gmail.com 

 

 

AUTOGRAF 

Mark Lousberg 

4621 230th Street North 

Port Byron, IL. 61275 

309-373-2169 

The MVR newsletter is published on the   
fifteenth of the month.   

Autograf submissions should be sent to 
Mark Lousberg, (mplousberg@hotmail.com) 
by the twelfth of the month to be included 

in the next publication.   


