
This  song t i t le certa in ly  reflected the  mood of the people l iv ing i n  Davenport, Iowa and Rock I s l and, I l l i no i s  - Apri l 22, 1 856 marked the open ing of the first rai l road bridge to cross the M i ss i ss ipp i  R iver. Three steam locomotives pu l led eight passenger cars across the bridge, a l l owing peop le to reach the great opportun i t ies of the western expansion and to travel from eastern Iowa to New York C i ty in 42 hours . Regrettably, the adu lation and celebrat ion l asted for on ly  two weeks .  On May 6, 1 856 the steamboat "Effie Afton" lost power after pass ing through the swing span of the new bridge. The steamboat hit the Iowa-bound sect ion with great impact, topp l ing a wood stove i n  one of the cab ins, and caus i ng a fire that complete ly  inc i nerated the boat and the span itself. With growing an imosity between the ra i l road and the steamboat operators during the three-year constrnct ion,  this was winn ing. hera lded as a v ictory for the boat operators . A lengthy court batt le brought an I l l i nois attorney to the forefront ;  h i s  name was Abraham Linco l n .  The batt l e  between Hurd v. Rock Island Railroad was b i l l ed as the batt le  of the century. Lawyers for the steamboat operators c laimed the Effie Afton wa "forc ib ly  driven by the currents and edd ies" cau ed by the bridge pier , re u l t i ng in the destruct ion of the boat and bridge by fire. Known for bas ing his defen e on fundamental facts, L inco ln  found a young boy s i t t ing by the river. Together they configured the peed of the river current under the bridge and ins i nuated the destruct ion wa del iberate. Al though this case ended with a hung jury and the case u l t imate ly d ismi ssed, i t  opened more U .S .  Supreme Court l i tigation and the ra i l road u l t imate ly The bridge was rep l aced immediate ly dur ing the l i t igation, and has been mod ified to the present bridge opened in December 1 ,  1 896 . The current bridge has served large ly unchanged for I 00+ years. Tiu: �uad Citie:1 axd tfte Car 

A legacy from the wonder years of carmaking: 
the spirit of invention and the will to try More than 20 automob i l e  compan ies formed to  fa i l  or flour ish ,  even i f  on ly  fleeti ngly, i n  what i now known as the Quad Ci t ies of I l l i no i s  and Iowa, between 1 897 and the mid- I 920s . The stories that fol low are brief g l imp  e of tho e t ime of bravery and bravado, when a buggy company cou ld  transform i tself i n to a manufacturer of motor veh ic les ,  or when a c lever man wi th a mechanical bent m ight take i t  i n to his m ind  to turn h i s  stable into a factory, and make automobi les .  

In 1 897 W.E .  C l ark of Mo l i ne, a former Deere & Company employee, bu i l t  h i s  fi rst automob i le  - a s ingle-cy l i nder, a i r-coo led car wi th a fan mounted on the flywhee l .  I n  1 90 1  the C lark Manufactur ing Co . ,  announced comp let ion of a s i ngle-cy l i nder 4 h .p .  a i r-cooled runabout ,  but the car wa not marketed at that t ime .  In  1 902, the dec i s ion wa made to cal l i t  B l ackhawk, and  i n  1 903 i t  was fi nal ly  ready for market .  Some of these stories speak of far more e l aborate operat ions,  and far more lavish reward . Bu t  the more typical story is one of short - l ived hope : a company form , l ast a year or two, and di sappears - but not w i thout a trace. Those compan ies d id leave the ir  traces here .  The Quad C i ty area, wi th a popu lat ion today of more than 300,000 people ,  has remained a hub of engineering avvy and manufacturi ng strength ;  i t  has long been the farm i mplement capital of the world, home to present and past farm and i ndu tria l  By  th i s  t ime C lark had come up  wi th  a two-cy l i nder model a wel l .  Both were p l aced o n  the same chassis ,  the engine mounted i n  the rear above the frame; i t s  flywheel fit underneath, po i t ioned hori zonta l l y ;  the transmiss ion was planetary. Steeri ng wa by t i l er. Prices :  $750 for ing le-cy l inder runabout ;  850 for dou ble-cy l i nder phaeton . The company survived less than a year. W.E .  C lark was back in 1 906 wi th Deere . equipment manufacturers i nc luding John Deere, Mol i ne Plow Company, Rock I s land Plow Company, International Harvester, J . I .  Case, Caterp i l lar, Minneapo l i s-Mol i ne, and many others that have pa ed from the scene. But over the cour e of a century, these commun i t ies have been the beneficiaries of an i nvent ive p ir i t  and a determ i nation to try, and those val ues cal l out to us over the years from the brief annals that follow. 
B l ackhawk 

mo line. I l linois 
( 1 903] 
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Deere -C l ar� 
ffio l i ne , I l l i no is 

[ 1906 ] 

Deere 
ffio l i ne , I l l i no is 

[ 1 907 ] 

ffio l ine Da i l y 
D ispatc� 

June ��, 1907 

Type " B"  

� 
MADE AT THE 
F A C T O R Y  OF 

DEERE - CLAR K  MOTOR CA R Co. 
MOLIN E, ILLINOIS 

U . S .  A .  

For two year fol low ing the 
demise of the B l ackhawk (see 
B l ackhawk), W.E .  Cl ark of 

Mol i ne sought fi nanc ing to try agai n _  
Late i n  1 905 , h e  persuaded Charles 
Deere to he lp .  Deere bought the 
defunct C larkmob i le Company of 
Lans ing (no re lat ion to W.E .  C lark) ,  
moved the too ls  to Mol i ne, and 
establ ished the Deere-Clark Motor 
Company in January 1 906. 

Th i s  car was watercooled. The 
Deere cars that fol lowed i n  1 907 were 
offered as tourers, l i mousi nes and run-

abouts .  "A Car De igned to Sat i sfy" 
the brochure a id .  

Bu t  the Deere peop le weren ' t  
sati fied enough t o  back the project 
for long. A l so, Charles Deere, the 
prime ponsor, died. By the end of 
1 907, i t  was dec ided that Deere 
shou ld st ick to agricu l tu re and the 
company name was taken off the car. 
Deere a lso took i ts  money out of the 
company, but the fi rm recogn ized and 
produced another car, the Mid land, 
which urvived a l i t t le  longer. *  

Honors for Deere Auto In Big Race 
Perfect Record Secured In 700-Mile "Sealed Bonnet " Contest 

In New York - Silver Cup Is The Prize 

T he Deere-C lark Motor 
Company th i s  afternoon 
rece ived a w i re from New York 

C i ty say ing that its car entered i n  the 
four-day "Sealed-Bonnet" Race came 
through with a perfect score and was 

awarded a s i l ver cup. For the car to 
secure a perfect record , it must have 
been run 700 m i les in four days wi th
out the s l igh test attent ion to the motor. 
Deere part ic i pated i n  the G l i dden Tour  
w i th  a Deere 30. 

! though the Davenport Cyc le 
Works of Davenport, Iowa, 
·eported i tse l f  in the automobi le  

manufactu ri ng busi ness i n  1 902, i f  any 

Hathorn 
Davenport, Iowa 

[ 1914] 

Hu�er 
Davenport, I owa 

[ 1909 ] 

In January 1 907 the Mol i ne Pump 
Company exh ib i ted i t  new l ine of 
gasol i ne engines at the Chicago 

Automob i l e  Show. In February the 
firm announced p lan for a 1 2-hor e
power ru nabout ( $650) and a 
20-horsepower runabout ($850) u ing 
the new engi nes . The car  wou ld  
carry the t rade name " I l l i no i s ." 

cars were produced at a l l ,  they were 
few_ The factory was c losed that 
October when the landlord com
pla i ned that the rent was overdue .* 

C . E .  Hathorn 's cyclecar had a 
Spacke engi ne, a 100- i nch 
wheelbase, a 36- i nch tread, and 

a long be l t  drive. It wa a tandem two 
seater wi th  a metal body and leather 
seats .  A l though not an unders l ung, i t 
appeared low to the ground due to the 
fi t t i ng of quarter-e l l ipt ic pri ngs .  

The American Cyc lecar reported 

In 1 909, j ust before the Meteor 
Car Company of Bettendorf 
folded, Em i l  Huber left the 

company i n tent on bu i ld ing a car of 
h i s  own .  He bu i l t  a prototype - a 

"Production wou ld  beg in ," 
Mol i ne Pump said, "a soon as a 
number of o ld sheds were razed and 
an add i t ion made to the pre ent 
factory." 

The records i ndicate the 
company made and old engi nes 
severa l years, but the cars on ly  i n  
1 907 . *  

Davenport 
Davenport, Iowa 

[190�] 

i n  early 1 9 1 4 : "Recen t ly  the car  wa 
taken out i n  a evere snow torm and 
negot i ated a notoriou ly steep h i l l  near 
Davenport on h igh gear overtak i ng a 
roadster which had considerable  
d ifficu lty i n  mak ing the grade ." 

Quant i ty product ion was 
promised soon - but it never 
happened . *  

four-cy l inder runabout, I 00- i nch 
wheelbase, unders l ung frame - wh ich 
he drove that summer i n  the G l idden 
Tour, probably  hopi ng to find poten t i a l  
investors enroute .  He d id  not * 

I l l i n o i s 
ffio l i ne , I l l i no is 

[ 1 907 ] 
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l ittle mac 
ffioline , l l [ 1 909 ] 

and 
muscatine , I A 
[ 1 930 - 3�] 

meteor 
Bettendorf, Iowa 
[1 906 - 1909 ] 

m id l and 
ffio line , I l linois 
[ 1 908 -1 913] 

On June 1 3 , 1 929, Li t t le  Mac, an experi mental model of the Mol ine Motor Car Company, appeared on the streets of Mol ine. I t s  inventor was Clayton R .  Frederickson . I t  had a wheel base of 8 1  inches, it was powered by a Continental engine capab le of 80 mph, and it could go 40 m i l e  on a gal l on of ga ol ine. The company was us ing the o ld Mol ine Elevator Company at the foot of 1 7th S treet to make these experimental model . 
Ano Peterson, son of the owner of the area's l argest department tore , and hi friend, Bodo Liebert , both enthus i asts, estab l i shed the Meteor Auto Works in 1 906. They announced three mode l to the pre s in 1 907, but the cars didn ' t  anive. Then ,  w i th  fami l y  back ing, the Meteor Motor Car Company was formal l y  establ i hed in March 1 908 and the fi rst car was completed in May. Total product ion is not known; 
E arly in 1 908, wi th $ 1 00,000 of capital stock,  the Mid land Motor Car Company succeeded the Deere-C lark Motor Car Company. The man beh i nd i t  a l l  was Charles H. Pope. The first 30/35-horsepower four wa introduced the ame year, and a compan ion 25/30-horsepower was p l anned for 1 909. Deere part ic ipated in the 1 909 G l idden Tour wi th a Midland 35 .  In l 9 1 0, horsepower wa up to 40 and 50, al though prices Herb and Ralph Thompson, two attorney from Muscatine, Iowa, refinanced and reorganized the company as the Thompson Motor Corporat ion and re located the p lant on Ea t Fourth Street, at a s i te now owned by Hon Industries .  The company headquarter was at 2 1 0  Walnut Street in Mu  catine. Two model s  were produced, two-passenger coupes at $350 and truckettes at $500.  factory photos i nd icate i t  was a going concern. Bu t  a fire in the summer of 1 909 put an end to the company. A l though the drawings, j i g  and patterns were aved, the lo s wa too heavy for the company to continue, and in January 1 9 1 0  the Bettendorf Ax le Company acqu ired i ts  as ets. Today the Twin Bridges Mote l sits on the s i te of the Meteor factory. remained in the $2,000 range . Pope ret ired as pre ident in 1 9 1 1 ,  and the Deere estate took over contro l .  Product ion i n  1 9 1 2  was 200 cars In 1 9 1 3 , Midland became the largest bankruptcy case ever hand led in centra l I l l inoi s  d i strict court up t i l l  that t ime .  Company l iabi l i t ie  tota led 450,000. In March 1 9 1 4, it was d i sc l osed that Midland had been sol vent at the t ime of receiversh ip, but gro i rregu l ari t ies in the firm ' operat ion were everywhere . Company books and paper d i sappeared, as did 40 or 50 cars -mysterious ly, w i thout seri a l numbers. Much of the b lame for the shenan i gans was placed on C .H .  Pope, who had d ied in the meant ime .  The Mid land was dead. A proposed merger wi th the Colby in 

T . L . Regester bu i l t  an automobi le in 1 900 powered by a hori zontal 2-cy l inder, 4-st:roke engine fi tted under the forward eat of a two-seater carri age . The eng ine weighed 205 pounds ;  the complete veh ic le ,  850 pound . The 
Dr. A .W. MierJey, Davenport, wa among many American phys ic ians who bu i l t  an automob i l e  for his own use at the turn of Mason Ci ty, Iowa, fe l l  through and the factory equ ipment was purchased by John McLaughl in for $22,000 in January 1 9 1 4 . The real estate wa purcha ed - a l so for $22,000 - in  March, by  Harry Schriver, mayor of Rock I s land . final drive was a s ing le chain .  I t  wa c la imed the car could go a fast a 20 mph. Regester, who had been factory foreman for the Rock I s l and Plow Co. before th i s  venture, i not known to have bu i l t  another car. the century. Bu t  un l i ke most, he attempted to organize a company to manufactu re it : He did not succeed . *  

- . . ..... . 
,__ _ -- Speol.Aoatiou : • • - • - ·- 4 Cylinder Cixl5¾. 1909 MODEl D, $3,000 Efeemann Dual 1-· 

Immediate Deliveries 
nitfon . 

Disc clu tch. 
Selective type 

tranemlulon. 
Full chrome nlcltel 

steel 1.xle1 
equipped with 
Timken Roller 
Bearings. 

Floating type rur 
axle. 

Front 11prlnga 
eemt-elllptlc. 

Send for Catalog giving fu l l  detail, 
Rear platform. 
120" wheel bue. 
34x4 ½ Ure,. 

Meteor Motor Gar Company, Davenport, la. 
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ffiol i ne Hn i ght 
(ast mo l i ne , l l  
[1 914- 1 91 9 )  

Pugh 
Davenport Iowa 

l �9U� l 

R & V Hn i ght 
(ast mo l i ne , l l 
[ 1 9�0 - 1 9�4 l 

WH .  Vandervoort, ass i  tant professor of mechanical engineering at the Univer i ty of l l l inoi and a former classmate, Orlando T. Root, organized the Root & Vandervoort Engineering Co. in 1 899, to manufacture stationary and portable ga ol ine engines. They incorporated the Mol ine Automob i le Company four years l ater, to manufacture medium- i zed 2- and 4-cy l inder car . "The Car of Unfai l ing Service," the s logan c laimed ;  indeed, Moline au tomobi les part ic i pated in several endurance contests incl uding the 1 9 10 G l idden Tour, w i th  three veh icles , and again i n  1 9 1 0, and won the Chicago Trophy. The cars were proudly referred to as Dreadnaught Moline. 
Speaki ng of the gasol ine auto he had j ust bu i l t , Wi l l iam J. Pugh said :  " I  have been offered $500,000 for the invention, but I do not th ink that I w i l l  e l l  i t .  My plan i to have the invent ion patented in al l the countries of the Old World, and these patents I w i ll sel l .  B ut the United State I w i ll keep under my 
T he in i t ials "R & V" referred to Orlando T. Root and W. H .  Vandervoort , who were in partnersh ip back a far a I 899. In 1 904 the partners organ ized the Moline Automob i le Company. Through 1 9 1 9, they manufactured the Moline, then the Mol ine Kn ight .  The new R & V Knight ,  a leeve-valve eng ined car, was a continuat ion of the Mol ine Kn ight .  Product ion for L 920 totaled 767 car 450 were bu i l t  the first half of 1 92 1 .  Bu t  the succes of the firm was underm ined by the death of W.H .  Vandervoort and by the fact that debts incu1Ted for a major expans ion to handle wart ime government contract In 1 9 1 4  the battlesh ip  emblem wa replaced by S ir Galahad, "the most perfect of King Arthur's Knights ." The Mol ine vers ion, the on ly sleeve-valve ver ion with cy linders cast en block and the on ly one featuring thermo- yphon cooling, co t 2,400. In 1 920, the name was changed to R & V Knight .  control .  l don ' t  have to el l  the th ing anyway." Later in 1 90 I ,  Pugh showed up in Chicago to buy mach inery to take back to the Pugh & Bofinger machine shop, and expressed hopes of getting enough capi tal to establ i sh  a large factory, but that did not happen .  had not been repaid when t he  po  twar depress ion set in .  The economic downturn forced the company out of bu ines. . I ts as ets ,  except for the rights to the 4-cyl inder R & V engine, were sold to Mol ine Body Corp . Orlando Root comm itted su ic ide in 1 928 .  T he Stoltenburg & Re imers Company wa organized during the fal l  of 1 903 w i th capi tal stock of $5,000 to manufacture ,  repair and se l l  

A}nold A .  Samuels ,  who l ived at 1 20- 1 1 th Street ,  Moline, in 899 bu i l t  a 670-pound electric runabout w i th a 2- l /2-horsepower motor and a dry cel l battery weigh ing J.C .  Reuter bu i l t  and patented a steam automobi le  in 1 900 and spent nearly two years trying to drum up interest in getting i t  manufactured . There is no evidence that he succeeded. automob i le . Partners i nvolved were Henry Stoltenburg and John Rei mers .  Whether any cars were ever actual ly manufactured i s  doubtfu l . *  1 84 pound . I n  late fall, h e  noti fied the automot ive press of h i  ach ievement , but there ' s  no record that he proceeded to manufacture any cars . *  
D uring t he  fa l l  of  1 9 1 3 , F.W. Sk inner reported h i s  plans to manufacture a cycle car. When the car arrived on the market, i ts t rademark was Zip . *  Reuter Steam 

Davenport. Iowa 
[ 1900 - 1 90 1 ) 

Sto lten�urg & Re imers 
Davenport. Iowa 

[ 1903 ) 

Samue ls f lectric 
mo l i ne , l l 
[ 1 899 ) 

S� i nner 
Davenport IR 

[ 191 3 ) 
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Stephens-ffio l i ne 
f reepart, l l 
[ 19 16 - 1 9�4] 

Ve l i e 
ma l i ne , I l l i no is 
[ 1909 -1 9�9 ]  

T he S tephens Company was 
organ ized in 1 870 in Moline 
and was a thri v i ng bus i ness up 

un t i l World War I .  The company 
entered the automot ive field, not i ng it 
had been "forced to embark in th i s  
l ine due to the decl i ne in the demand 
for farm veh ic les and bugg ie  ." 

The car that re u l ted from th i  
decision was named after G .A .  
Stephens ,  whose father had founded 
the company he now headed . The 
prototype was de igned by E.T. 
B i rd a l l (former de igner of the 
Selden, among other ) . 

The Stephens Sa l ient  S i x  was on 
the road in the spri ng of 1 9 1 6 . 
Conti nental engi nes were used at fi rst ;  
i n  19  l 8 overhead valve un i ts from 
Root & Vandervoort Engi neeri ng 
Company of Ea t Mol i ne were 
subst i t uted. 

In 1 9 1 9  John North Wi l ly .  
acqu i red contro l l i ng i n terest of the 
company, though i t  remained a 
separate ent i ty from the Wi l l ys-

W:1en Vel ie started bu i ld i ng 
cars i n  1 908, 270 other 
companies across the 

country were doi ng the same th ing .  
By 1 928 on ly two men owned and 
managed the motor veh ic le  busi nes 
they had founded - Henry Ford and 
Wi l l ard L. Vel ie .  

The Vel ie  Carriage Company 
was a late entry i nto the buggy-bu i ld
i ng fie ld .  I t  was i ncorporated i n  1 902, 
when many compan ies were w i tch ing 
over to horse less .  Wi l l ard Lamb Ve l ie 
wanted to do the same but decided to 
tart wi th what was tradit ional l y  

needed i n  rural I l l i no is  u n t i l  the area 
became more accustomed to the 
automot ive idea. 

Overland empi re .  Many of the ame 
d i rectors stayed on board . 

In 1 920 the Mol i ne company 
bought out Roor & Vandervoort ; they 
had prev iou ly  purchased about 80 
percent of R & V output .  

Becau e a  cri i i n  i t  farm 
equ i pment bus iness brought devastat
i ng losses to the fi rm in the early 
1 920 , the Stephens motor car depart
ment was taken out of the parent 
company i n  mid- I 922 and reorgan i zed 
as the Stephens Motor Car Company. 

1n 1 923, for the fir t t ime,  two 
mode l s  on two separate chass i s  were 
offered. The cars were extens ive ly 
re ty led. Disc or w i re whee l s  were 
prov ided on the Sport, the most rak i sh  
Stephens ever bu i l t .  Product ion ended 
the summer of 1 924 when the parent 
company announced that i t  wou ld  
concentrate on  farm i mplements , even 
though the previou year had been 
Stephens '  second best ever - 4,400 
cars were so ld .  Total product ion for 
seven years was about 25 ,000 cars. 

The Ve l ie Motor Vehic le  
Company was i ncorporated J u ly  2 ,  
1 908. The Ve l ie 30 appeared a t  auto 
shows by year end.  

The fi rst engine was a 4-cy l i nder 
made by American & Br i t i sh 
Manufacturi ng;  l 000 were sold the 
fir  t year. Ve l ie u ed a Lycoming for 
the Mode l 40 in 1 9 1 0, but made i ts 
own four-cy l i nder engine i n  1 9 1  1 .  

A VeUe was i n  the 1 9 1 1 
Ind ianapo l i s  500 race and fin i  hed 
1 7th in a fie ld  of 46. 

Ve l ie part ic ipated in the fi na l  
G l idden Tour in  1 9 1 3  wi th  two 
veh ic les .  The AACA and VMCCA 
rev ived the G l idden Tours .  

Vehicles by Class 

Class # 
Award Sought Vehicle # Name 

O J C ' 
1 st J r  5000004 Kolzow Sr ,  David A 

05C 
1 st J r  1 024662 Hoffman,  Jack 
1 st Jr 1 02501 5 Appleton ,  Deborah 
Repeat Pres. 1 8947 Appleton ,  Deborah 

05D 
1 st Jr 5000025 Mohr, Paul J 
Sr 1 9722 Chandler , David 

05E 
1 st Jr  5000039 Harv i l le  Jr ,  Jack 
Repeat Pres. 1 6929 M itche l l ,  Don 

05F 
1 st J r  5000008 Chandler ,  David 
1 st Jr 5000009 Chandler ,  David 
1 st Jr 500001 0 Chandler ,  David 
Sr  1 9723 Chandler ,  David 
Repeat Pres. 1 71 96 Shore, John L 
Repeat Pres. 1 81 1 6 Mathiowetz , Cha rles 

05G 
1 st J r  5000022 \Miitmire ,  Art 

05H 
Repeat Pres. 1 81 81 Worthington Jr ,  Wi l l i am 

09A 
DNJ 5000034 Rhoads, Chuck 
Repeat Pres. 9999 Anderson ,  Vicky J 

09B 
1 st J r  1 024927 Quir in ,  Da phne M 

J OA 
1 st J r  5000040 Beek, Cra ig M 
1 st J r  5000041 Bee k ,  Cra ig M 
1 st J r  5000047 Husted ,  Lester M 
Sr  1 8982 Beek, Cra ig M 
Sr  1 8983 Beek, Cra ig M 

Make .Model BodySty/e 

Auto Red Bug 1 930 Buckboard 

Mustang 1 948 motorcycle 
Harley-Davidson 1 952 Motorcvcle 
Harley-Davidson 1 953 Motorcycle 

Gadabout 1 978 Moped Bicycle 
Pryer 1 979 3 \Mieel 

Cushman 1 959 Eagle Scooter 
Cushman 1 961 Super Eag le 

Cushman 1 956 Step-Thru 
Cushman 1 945 Step-Thru 
Cushman 1 951  M i l itary Package 
Cushman 1 949 Step Thru 
Cushman 1 946 Step-Thru 
Comet 1 947 Scooter/Pickup 

Vespa 1 981  Scooter 

Ya maha 1 977 Motorcycle 

St. Louis 1 903 Runabout 
Sandusky Courier 1 904 Roadster 

Maxwel l  1 91 0  Runabout 

Ford 1 9 1 0  Coupe 
Ford 1 91 2  Roadster 
Ford 1 91 2  Touring 
Ford 1 91 0  Town Car 
Ford 1 91 0  Touring 
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